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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-01 AID-05 /094W 

073771 

P 130645Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6091 
INFO AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMMEMBASSY MBABANE 2854 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USUN NEW YORK 239 

UNCLAS GABORONE 1705 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, PINT, SF, RH, ZA, UK, BC 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA STATEMENT ON RHODESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON 
DEC 12 RE THE RHODESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE: 

QUOTE: 

THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA WELCOMES THE ANNOUNCEMENT LAST NIGHT 
BY MR. IAN SMITH THAT HE WOULD RELEASE ALL AFRICAN NATIONALIST 
LEADERS IN DETENTION AND RESTRICTION TO ENABLE THEM TO TAKE PART 
IN NORMAL POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR A CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONFERENCE. 
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THIS ANNOUNCEMENT COULD SIGNIFY A BEGINNING TOWARDS A PEACEFUL 
AND JUST SETTLEMENT OF THE RHODESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE. 

IT IS THE HOPE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA THAT THE PROCESS 
THIS ANNOUNCEMENT HAS NOW SET IN MOTION WILL HAVE A SUCCESSFUL 
ENDING, THUS BRINGING TO AN END AN ERA OF CONFRONTATION IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA USHERING IN ONE OF COOPERATION WHICH WE HAVE 
ALWAYS CALLED FOR IN THE PAST. 

BOTSWANA WILL CONTINUE TO ASSIST, AS IT HAS DONE IN THE PAST, 

ALL PARTIES CONCERNED IN THE DISPUTE AS THEY WORK FOR A SOLUTION 

TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE IN ZIMBABWE. END QUOTE 

BOLEN 
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